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News from
Superintendent Don Demsher

As we move into the second half of this
school year it is a good time to reflect on
how our schools are doing and to report on
the progress we are making in our various
District projects.

Our schools are doing very well in the
academic performance arena. Both the High
School and Elementary School have the
highest state test scores in the county and
rank among the highest in California’s nine
northern counties. While we don’t offer a
wide selection of course offerings at the High
School because staff and financial limitations
we provide excellent basic courses that are
important to every student whether they
intend to further their education beyond
High School or not. In addition both the
elementary and high school support students
in many ways including after school program,
tutoring and individual help from teachers
when needed. Clearly if students are
diligent, work hard and have good parental
support our schools will serve them well.

We have completed most of the construction
that was begun at the elementary school this
past summer. We have had ongoing
problems with the heating systems in the
new buildings and have done our best to
correct the problems on a temporary basis
until the contractors fix the problem
Continued on page 2

Upcoming Events

Elementary
2" Trimester Ends
March 12th

High School
Morp January 23rd

Homecoming January 29™
Academic Decathlon Feb. 6™

Important Dates for HS Seniors
January 26™ 4 27™
Cash for College Workshop
February 10™
KFC Colonel's Scholars Program

Scholarship
March 17
California Eastern Star Foundation
Scholarship
American Welding Society Scholarship
California Farm Bureau Scholarship
March 31%
Opportunity Scholarship 2010
April 2"
American Iris Society Scholarship
(details on Page 4)
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permanently. We appreciate the patience the
staff and students have shown during this
unpleasant experience.

The Child Development Center is ready to
receive children in the program. The building is
complete; the fence is installed; most of the
furniture and equipment is in place and staff
interviews are underway. At this time we have
had about twenty five children ready to
participate. We believe this program will make
a significant contribution to the community in
many ways. It will provide reliable year-round
child care at costs that are affordable and it will
combine child care with a program that readies
children for kindergarten and first grade. We
plan to begin operation soon after the state
pre-school officials inspect the facility. At
which time, we will host an open house so the
community can see the facility and learn more
about the program. We look forward to seeing
you there.

Elementary News
Janelle Anderson, Principal

Happy New Year! | hope everyone had a
wonderful, relaxing vacation.

Our students have been hard at work this first
part of the year academically. | am also happy
to report they have also done a wonderful job
following the school rules and being kind to one
another. The staff has also been hard at work
planning, prepping and instructing. | would also
like to recognize the parents for your support in
school, but also the support you give at home.

Nothing can replace the message you send
your child about the importance of their
education and the responsibility they have in
their success.

The year ended with a wonderful Christmas
musical performance by our students. Thank
you Mrs. Blum and the rest of the staff for your
hard work which made this performance so
successful! Students also enjoyed the carnival
and a visit from Santa.

We have completed the first trimester, and |
enjoyed seeing and visiting with many of you
during parent conference time. We are
officially over a third of the way through the
school year. | would like to remind everyone
about the opportunities that are provided at
school to support your child. First, the SEALS
After School Program offers homework support
every afternoon after school in addition to fun
enrichment activities. If your child does not
currently participate in the SEALS program and
you are interested in having your child
participate, please contact Marcy for
information. In addition, each teacher offers
opportunities for extra help outside of the
regular school day. If you feel your child needs
extra support please contact your child’s
teacher to set up a tutoring time.

| am also excited to say that after a long wait
and a lot of work, the new Child Care Center is
expected to open the beginning of February.
The center still has openings, and if you are
interested please contact Heather Tufts at the
TEACH office or applications will be available at
the center once it opens. Financial assistance
is available through Modoc County Resource
and Referral.

Thank you for a great start to the year!



First Grade News

By Jan Farschon
First grade started the year with one boy and
ten girls!! Our one boy moved away and for
several weeks we were a class of all girls. We
have been very fortunate to have a first grade
boy move into our district so that we, once
again, are a class of 10 girls and one boy!

The past two months in math we have been
working on our addition facts, subtraction facts
and for two weeks, geometry. In geometry we
had fun learning the plane shapes; triangles,
squares, rectangles, and circles as well as the
solid figures; cubes, rectangular prisms,
spheres, and cylinders. We also learned about
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We have completed 4 themes in reading and

finding and placing things on a grid.

are currently working on our “Friends and
Family” theme. We have read stories about
what makes a family and about friendship. We
are currently using the same theme in writing
as we learn about writing personal narratives.
Our new vocabulary program has turned out to
be quite popular and fun for the students. They
are being introduced to interesting words and
are feeling quite pleased with themselves when
they are able to use them and impress their
parents!

The first grade started the Accelerated Reader
program in earnest with the beginning of the
second trimester. All students have been given
a point goal and are reading leveled books.
Students have accepted the challenge and are
taking off with their independent reading.
Students are required to read each book at

least three times on their own and at
least once out loud to an adult before
they take the computerized test. We are
so lucky to have Mrs. Kaila Gooch coming
in to help the first graders read and test
on Tuesdays. It is simply amazing how
much more productive the students can
be with two adults in the classroom.

At the end of the first trimester | had 100%
parental attendance for parent conferences.
Thank you, first grade parents for your
support!! It was very rewarding to talk to each
one of you. As always | am grateful for all the
wonderful, caring parents we have for the
students at our school.

Second Grade News
Janelle Anderson
Happy New Year

Second grade has been working very hard in
both Language Arts and Math. We are
learning about regrouping numbers and have
moved from mastering our addition to
mastering our subtraction facts. We will start
multiplication this spring. We have also been
doing lots of reading and writing. We have
incorporated the 6-Traits of Writing
curriculum along with the Step Up to Writing
this year. This is a great group of writers!




Third Grade
Jenny Grove

| would like to start out by congratulating my
class on receiving the Model Classroomaward
through Accelerated Reader. This means the
students have shown measurable growth over a
12-week period, met their goals, and met the
standards put in place by Accelerated Reader
(Renaissance Learning). They work hard on their
reading and it shows in their success with
making their goals and getting this award. | am
very proud of my class and their efforts.

The third graders are becoming masters of
multiplication, racing through their red hots and
now are starting to conquer division.  Math
becomes increasingly challenging in third grade
and these students are rising to that challenge.

In March the first, second, and third grades will
begin studying the Iditarod through Studies
Weekly, AR books, video clips, internet resources
and projects. One of the projects is teaching the
students about snowshoeing. If there is anyone
who would be willing to lend or donate

snowshoes to the classes please contact me at
279-6161 ext.31 or Pam Hughes, 279-6161 ext.
30.

Fourth Grade
Jeannette Bucher

A special thanks to all who have donated
recycling to the fourth and fifth grade classes.
On December 9" the students visited Holdorff’s
Recycling Center in Alturas to learn about the
recycling process and recycle their current
collection of aluminum cans as well as plastic
and glass bottles. Their fundraising efforts
were profitable, but more recycling is still
needed to finance their end of the year trip.
For those who would like to donate recycling
items to the class, please place them in the
recycling trailer parked at Surprise Valley
Elementary School. Your donations are
appreciated!

The New Year has brought about a new face in
the fourth grade classroom. With Mrs. Bucher
on maternity leave, Mrs. Smith, of Alturas, is
instructing the class until the end of March. In
math the students are studying geometry and
memorizing their multiplication facts. In
language arts the class is continuing their
reading selections from the Houghton Mifflin
anthology and beginning a narrative writing
unit.

During the afternoon the fourth and fifth grade
combination class has completed their study of
the California Mission system. The students are
now beginning the study of political life in
California from the Bear Flag Republic through
California becoming a state.

Continued on next page




Fourth grade cont

For science the fourth and fifth graders are
embarking on a life science unit, with a focus
on the food chain. In addition to the core
curriculum, the students are also involved in
Accelerated Reading on a daily basis. The vast
amount of curriculum makes for busy days of
learning!

In case you didn’t know The Buchers
welcomed a new baby boy to their family.
John Douglas (J.D.) was born on December
21

Patricia Smith,
Sixth Grade

January is a month when we focus on prejudice
and racism in sixth/seventh grade Language Arts.
We are beginning our unit reading “Farewell to
Manzanar,” by Jeanne Wakatsuki Huston. The
true story chronicles the experiences of one
Japanese internee and her family during their stay
at Manzanar internment camp with 10,000 other
Japanese Americans in World War Il. As Tulelake
also housed a camp, this ties into our local history
as well.

The Sixth Grade Book Fair went very well and we
were able to net about $500.00. Our thanks go
out to all of the parents, grandparents, and
students that purchased books and other
miscellaneous items. Thanks also at all of the
parents that worked at the fair and helped make
it a success. Students that met all of their
Accelerated Reader goals received a certificate for
the purchase of one book — congratulations!

The Scholastic company has changed their
structure so that only schools with sales over
$1,800.00 can take their profit in cash. As we use
the profit from our book fair to pay for our
Outdoor Education Camp (or our trip to see King
Tut this year), we need the cash. We may be able
to offer a smaller fair in the spring instead, as that
sale is not as lucrative as our December one. We
will keep you updated on that.




Junior/Senior High Schools
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To all parents/guardians and community members,
As hard as it is to believe we are already into the
2" semester which began on Monday, January 4,
2010. It has been a busy time for both students
and staff alike. Following the winter break we
started, with the league basketball season; playing
with all four teams, at least for the moment. The
Associated Student Body is planning MORP (prom
backwards), for Saturday, January 23" and we are
planning to have Homecoming on Friday, January
29" when the Hornets will be hosting Tulelake. On
Saturday, February 6" the Academic Decathlon
competition will be held at Modoc High School,
and everyone is welcome to come and watch our
students compete.

Our Student Advisor, Angie Benner is working with
the seniors to ensure that they are on track for
graduation and have ample opportunities to apply
for scholarships and explore career and
educational options to assist them in making their
post high school plans. Additionally, faculty and
staff are working with students to help prepare
them for the standardized testing that will take
place in early April.

Before you know it we will be moving into the 4™

quarter with track season at the JR/SR high
school, spring break, numerous FFA
activities, Prom, sports and FFA banquets
and finally, graduation on Friday, June 11",
The year seems to be going by fast and
picking up speed. There is still much to
accomplish and students are working hard to
end the year on a positive note. As always,
the entire staff and | want to thank everyone
for your continued support.

Sincerely,
Michael Ray

As well as this newsletter the District web
site is filled with other important
information for students and parents.
Surprise Valley Junior Senior High Scho
Teacher information

Activities
School General Information
\ Surprisévalley Elementary
Important school information
PowerSchool Portal
Current student’s grades
Cafeteria
Menu for the current month
District Business
Agenda

Minutes of Monthly Meetings
www.svjusd.org




High School Student Advisor
Angie Benner
Important High School Senior Information

Start on your FAFSA (Free application for
Federal Student Aid) applications now. You and
your parents fill out the worksheet that | gave
you and apply online as soon as possible. If you
have any questions, contact me at the high
school 279-6141 ext 40 if no answer leave a
message.

There will be a “Cash for College” workshop, on
Tuesday, January 26 at 7:00 PM at the Modoc
High School Library .

Any senior who attends the “Cash for College”
workshop, submits the FAFSA at
(www.fafsa.ed.gov) by March Z‘d, and meets
the basic Cal Grant eligibility requirements

(family income limits, GPA) may be eligible to
apply for the Opportunity Scholarship 2010
which must be delivered or postmarked by
March 31

Apply online by February 18 for the KFC
Colonel’s Scholars program at
www.kfcscholars.org for up to $5,000. Per year.

To be eligible you must maintain a 2.75 GPA or
higher, enroll in a college pursuing a Bachelor’s
Degree, and show financial need.

Seniors who are planning on pursuing a career
in the Horticulture, Floriculture, Landscaping,
Nursery Production or related field may apply
for the American iris Society Scholarship of
S500. The applications need be postmarked by

April 2" If interested get | have the
applications.

The following scholarship application is due by
March 1, 2010 See Angie for details:

California Eastern Star Foundation Scholarship
— 3.0 GPA, Show financial need

American Welding Society Scholarship — Pursue
Welding Education

California Farm Bureau Scholarship — Pursue Ag
education in a 4 year college

High School Math

Rikki Carey

As most of you know, on December 28th the
Carey family welcomed new arrival Madison May
Carey. She was 7 lbs, 8 oz. While | stay home to
care for our newest family member, Ms. Kate
Powers will be filling in for the first half of my
maternity leave, and Terry Miller will take over
the second half. | plan on returning to the
classroom a week before Spring Break. Until
then, the math students have been left in great
hands, and any questions regarding your
son/daughter's progress can be directed to my
substitute. | look forward to time spent bonding
with my daughter, and to returning to the
classroom when the time comes.

Happy New Year everyone.



http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.kfcscholars.org/

News from High School English Classes

Dear Parents,

Please be aware that your student’s
Accelerated Reader Points for second semester,
2010, have been increased. If your student reads
A.R. Books approximately twenty minutes a day,
he/she should have no problem earning the new
points. The deadlines for taking A.R. quizzes will
be the official end dates for 3™ and 4™ Quarters:
March 19 and June 10.

Dear Parents and Community,

So far this year, in Freshman English class, we
have focused on grammar, vocabulary and
spelling in student writing. We have also read
many works of fiction and non-fiction, learning
literary terms as we go. Recently, we have
shared literature and expository writing with the
theme of “courage”. We will round out the year
by studying the classics: ROMEO & JULIET, and
THE ODYSSEY.

In Sophomore English, we have researched
Teen Issues. Currently, we are reading FREEDOM
WRITERS’ DIARY by Gruwell, and students are
writing their own journals. Concurrent with this
we are preparing for the High School Exit Exam,
which will be administered in March. Finally, we
plan to read the National Book Award winner,
THE ABSOLUTELY TRUE DIARY OF A PART-TIME
INDIAN by Sherman Alexie.

In Junior English, we took a field-trip in Sept.,
to Ashland for the Oregon Shakespeare Festival.
We delighted in a production of Shakespeare’s
comedy ALL'S WELL THAT ENDS WELL. Along the
way, we also enjoyed browsing in the shops and
having lunch at an English pub. The curriculum
this year has included a survey of American
literature, from pre-colonial through the 20"
century. We are about to enter the Civil War era
in our readings.

In both Junior and Senior English classes, we
have written expository essays on controversial
issues. In senior English we have applied to the
School Board for tickets to HAMLET, at the
Oregon Shakespeare Festival. If approved, our
field-trip to Ashland would take place on April
27.

In the meantime, the seniors continue their
survey of British & World Literature. We began
the year with Beowulf and Canterbury Tales.
Before Winter Break, we read MACBETH aloud
together. Currently, we are reading excerpts
from the 18" century, and will progress
through the 20" century by June.

All students in the English classes have had
the opportunity to attend workshops
sponsored by guest authors. In September, our
guest speaker was the Poet Laureate of
Sacramento, Julia Connor. In November, well-
known author of youth literature, Susan
Lindquist, gave a talk here at the high school.

Between now and March 1, | will be
collecting poetry from our students for entry in
the Modoc Independent Poetry Contest. These
poems will be published in the paper in April.
Look for them! Last year we received many
compliments on the talent of our Surprise
Valley High School student body.

Sincerely, Beth Tozier




GREAT BASIN HIGH SCHOOL
Heather Bordwell

Great Basin High School has been a part of our
district for fifteen years, but many people still
do not know what GBHS is all about. They
wonder who are the students, why are they
there and what do they do? Because GBHS has
such a low profile these are questions that
might never be answered for many. | would like
to take this opportunity to shed a little light on
our little one-room school.

GBHS is a Continuation High School; California
established continuation schools several
decades ago in an effort to serve students who
might otherwise drop out of school.
Continuation schools are therefore not for
“bad,” “stupid” or “lazy” students (if indeed,
such students exist). On the contrary, they are
for students who have to work or care for their
family, and who might otherwise have so much
going on that they find regular attendance an
impossibility. Continuation schools are also for
students who might want to make up credits
missed at the comprehensive high school, or
who want to accelerate and graduate early.
This is the story of most of our students. Many
of them come from schools outside of our
community. In fact at least half of our student
body at any time is made up of students who
slipped through the cracks in larger schools and
have no hope of graduating from SVHS on time.
Sometimes students spend time at GBHS and
catch up on credits so that they can transfer
back to SVHS on track to graduate, but many
choose to stay and graduate from GBHS.

Students do not come to GBHS because they
are expelled from other schools or are in other
ways in  “trouble;” Continuation school

Students with
economic or social challenges often find

placements are voluntary.

attendance and participation in comprehensive
programs to be difficult. They find more success
in the continuation program because they have
more flexibility. That is not to say that they do
not have rules; Great Basin has most of the same
rules that SVHS has. Students may not smoke,
swear or wear their hats, and they comply with
these rules readily. The flexibility comes from the
structure of the instruction. Because they do not
have “regular” classes they can miss a day and
not fall behind in lectures or assignments.

In order to succeed at GBHS, students need to be
bright, independent workers. The work expected
of them is equal to the work they would have at a
comprehensive school, but they can do it at their
own pace. For most of them that means they
focus on one or two subjects at a time for a
period of days or weeks and then they move on
to the next subject. Many of them find the
structure at the comprehensive high school too
distracting. Either they socialize to the detriment
of their education, or they cannot keep track of
the information and assignments of seven
periods a day. Life is simplified at GBHS, the work
is not.

Finally, students who graduate from Great Basin
have a California High School Diploma. They are
ready to start their adult lives. They go to work,
join the military, attend a community college, or
go on to technical or trade school. They are not
held back from anything they wish to do and | am
proud to have known all of the graduates of
GBHS.



Surprise Valley Joint Unified School District
PO Box 100
Cedarville, CA 96104



