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SURPRISE VALLEY SCHOOL¬S 

NEWLETTER  
 
 
 

Spring  2010  
 
            Surprise Valley Joint Unified School District         ω           Don Demsher, Superintendent 

 
  

News from 
Superintendent Don Demsher 

 
 
With three quarters of the school year nearly behind 

us, I am very pleased to say this has been a very 

good year to this point.  Our students are achieving, 

in most cases, in the ways we would expect them to 

and our staff continues to demonstrate the same 

high level of dedication they always have shown. 

 
Even though we are heading into very difficult 

financial times the District has moved forward in 

some areas that are important to our schools and 

the community.  The Surprise Valley Child 

Development Center passed its state inspection and 

is in full operation.  We expect participation to 

increase over the next few months to the point 

where there will likely be a waiting list. 

Our construction project at the elementary school is 

nearly completed and most of the systems are 

working well.  There are a few items that need to be 

corrected before we will sign off on them.   

Cont. on next page 

Upcoming Events 

Spring Pictures March 26  

Spring Break April 5 -9 

Star Testing May 4 -7 

 

Elementary School  
 

Parent Teacher Conferences   

March 24 -26 

Book Fair ð March 24 -26 

Egg Hunt - April 2  

Open House - April 22  

School Musical - June 3  

Trip to Bakers - June 4  

 

Jr/Sr High School  

 
Honor Roll Breakfast ð March 31  

FFA to State FFA Conference  

April  15 - 20 

ASVAB Testing ð April 22  

Seniors to Oregon Shakespeare Festival   

April 27  

High School Prom ð May 15 

FFA Banquet ð May 19 

All Sports Banquet ð May 26  
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  Superintendent News Continued; 

 
We expect these issues to be resolved in the next 

month to six weeks. 

Fortunately we were able to get our new classrooms 

and related items funded and under construction 

before the State financial crisis got worse which 

could have resulted in state funding being 

withdrawn or not available for several years. 

 
The State has slashed funding for education forcing 

virtually every school district in the state to reduce 

spending while trying to preserve the important 

basic educational program.  Our district is no 

exception and we are in the process of developing a 

budget for 2010-2011 fiscal year that will require us 

to eliminate some programs and reduce staff in 

order to meet the necessary reserves required by 

the state.  The administration will be bringing 

recommendations to the Board of Trustees during 

the next few months for their consideration.  We 

ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎΩ ōƻŀǊŘ 

meetings and value any comments and input 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ 

issues.  The Board of Trustees along with the 

Administration are working tirelessly to balance the 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 

education offered to the students of Surprise Valley.  

Together we will continue educational excellence. 

 

 

Elementary News 
Janelle Anderson, Principal 

 

 
 
Spring is getting closer and hopefully soon we will 

start seeing some warm sunny days.  There are 

many events between now and the end of school I 

want to make you aware. Parent conferences will 

be held March 24, 25 and 26. The Book Fair will 

also take place those days please come and take a 

look at what great books are new to this fair. 

 

Spring pictures will be taken March 26.  These 

pictures will not be sent home with students this 

year.  Marcy will notify you when your pictures 

are in and you can come to the school to preview 

and purchase them at that time.  There is a 

minimum day April 2, and students will be out for 

Spring Break April 5-9.   

 

Our state testing will take place May 4-7.  These 

are minimum days.  Please be sure your children 

are at school those days and have eaten a good 

breakfast.  The school musical, The Princess and 

the Pea, will take place June 3 at 6 p.m.  The 

students have been working hard and are excited 

about the performance.   We hope everyone will 

attend.   

 

Cont. on next page 
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Elementary Principal cont. 

 

On June 4, we will be taking our annual school 

ǿƛŘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ aǊΦ .ŀƪŜǊΩǎ 

home in Alturas.  This trip is a celebration of 

success so students will need to meet certain 

eligibility requirements to attend.  We are all 

hoping to see all students on this trip.   

 

As you all know the state finances are dismal 

and school districts all over the state are 

making cuts.  I would like to say that although 

we will also be making some cuts, and 

therefore some changes to our programs here 

at the elementary school, our goal we will still 

be to maintain the high expectations we have 

had in years past and continue to provide your 

student the best education possible.  We will 

continue to look at our student needs, decide 

what works, and gear our decisions and 

resources to do what is best for student 

achievement.  I was recently at a budget 

conference and the speaker gave the advice 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ Řƻǿƴ ƻǊ ōŀŎƪΣ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘέ ŀƴŘ 

that is exactly where we are looking.  

 

 

 

Third Grade News 
Jenny Grove 

 

The year is going by very quickly and we have 

been working hard in third grade.  The third 

graders have finished learning cursive and are 

now applying it during their writing time in all 

their writing activities. It can be a challenge at 

times but they are working very hard.  

 

We have conquered multiplication and division 

and are moving on to fractions.  We have two 

Multiplication Masters in our class, Charly 

Simpson and Brandon Burrows, who have 

mastered the multiplication 0 ς 12 and are now 

working on becoming Division Masters.   

 

The third graders are working very hard on their 

reading.  All of the third graders met their points 

and book level goals for the second trimester.  

As a class we are working on Master Classroom, 

hoping to make it by the end of the year.  
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6th and 7th Grade News 
By Patricia Smith 

 
Eight students from the sixth, seventh and eighth 

grades spent an hour after school on most 

Mondays and Thursdays from October through 

February preparing to compete at Math Counts.  

On February  28, Bayley Fee, Dianna Rangel, Ivan 

Coronado, Amelia Carmosino, Olwyn Bostic, 

Tahlia Guzman, and Deyci Rangel went to Redding 

to compete against seven other schools, taking a 

variety of different math tests all morning long.  

Math Counts is a national competition that Dr. 

Clyde got Surprise Valley Elementary School 

involved in many years ago.  It is a student driven 

program for us, with Mrs. Carey and I as coaches.  

We had a wonderful time and placed fifth this 

year, our best placing ever.  Our top scoring 

student was Tahlia Guzman.  The group did a 

great job representing Surprise Valley. 

 

The sixth and seventh grade language arts class 

has been actively tracing their family trees and 

stories, and are preparing to make their first 

PowerPoint presentations.  We have discovered 

lots of great information, one student traced her 

family back to 260 AD!  Students have got to have 

some great conversations with their  

grandparents as well.  The final projects should be 

ready to view at Open House next month.    

 

Thanks to all of the parents that have 

chaperoned our events and helped out 

at the book fairs this year.  I truly 

appreciate all of the support.   
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Jr/Sr High School Principal News 
Michael Ray 

 

 

As hard as it may seem to believe we are entering 

the 4th quarter of the school year already.   It 

seems as though the year has gone by really fast.   

For our seniors this is just about the end and 

senioritious is about to kick in with full intensity.  

However, they need to stay focused and keep their 

eye on the tasks assigned, it not over yet.  For the 

rest of the student body it is business as usual.  

Trying to keep grades up and pass all required 

courses.   

 

Spring sports are ramping up and for SV that 

ƳŜŀƴǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ 

fourteen students out for track and are scheduled 

to attend six track meets between the first part of 

April and the League meet in early May.  This year 

we are happy to have David Rauch as coach for the 

track squad.  David brings a lot of experience to 

the team and this should provide a valuable 

learning opportunity for our students.  

Additionally, the FFA has been busy going to 

competitions in Chico and will soon be going to 

Fresno for statewide competition.  So for the 

students involved in these activities spring is going 

to keep them busy. 

 

Students in grades eight through grade eleven will 

be doing their STAR testing during the first 

week in May and teachers will be working to 

help prepare for these assessments.   Last year 

our students performed well with an 

Academic Performance Index (API) score of 

814 making Surprise Valley JR/SR High School 

the highest in Modoc County, and we 

anticipate that our students will once again 

rise to the challenge.  Additionally, we will be 

holding our annual FFA banquet on 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 at 6:00 pm in the 

High school auditorium and the all-sports 

banquet on Wednesday, May 26, 2010 at 6:00 

pm also in the high school auditorium.  As 

always everyone is invited to come and 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ 

these occasions. 

 

There is a lot going on and both students and 

staff are working hard to bring the school year 

to a successful and positive conclusion. I 

would like to take this opportunity to once 

again thank parents and community members 

for their continued support of our students 

and our school.  Thanks again. 

Michael Ray 
Principal 
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High School English Happenings 

By Beth Tozier 
 
Greetings from the English classroom!  Our good 

news is that the Seniors will travel to Ashland to 

see HAMLET, at the Oregon Shakespeare 

Festival on April 27 

 

 Juniors and Sophomores will be engaging in a 

Careers Unit this spring, for which they will 

assemble job portfolios.  Shortly, the Freshmen 

will begin a unit on Ancient Greek and Roman 

mythology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Parents, please ask your students about their 

Accelerated Reader books.   

We all suffer less if their reading is on-going, 

rather than last minute.  The next A.R. deadline 

is the first week of June. 

 

High School Student Advisor 
Angela Benner 

 

Seniors are busily working on their FAFSA and 

scholarship applications.  I will hand out 

scholarship application forms whenever I receive 

them. 

 

Twenty-five students signed up the ASVAB (Armed 

Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) which will be 

given on April 22.  The ASVAB is an aid for students 

to be aware of their skills and interests for career 

planning. 

Star testing for the 2nd through 11th grades will be 

given May 4th through 7th. We urge parents to 

make sure their student is in attendance for this 

testing. 

 

Due Dates for Scholarship Applications: 

April 5 Civil Service Employees Scholarship 

April 16 Modoc County Farm Bureau 

April 30 ACSA Modoc Charter 

April 30  Modoc County Historical Society 

May 1   Vya Soil Conservation District 

May 1 Surprise Valley Chamber of Commerce 

May 10 Preceptor Mu Xi 

May 21 Surprise Resource Area (BLM) 

 

 



7 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

High School Yearbook News 

By Heather Bordwell 

 

The yearbook staff has worked hard and the 

book is completed and has been sent to the 

publisher.  Now is the time to buy your 

yearbook!  We need to sell copies in 

advance, so we are offering a special sale on 

pre-ordered yearbooks. If you buy your 

yearbook by 16th you can have it for $45. 

Yearbooks purchased after that time will be 

$50. Order forms will be distributed to 

students and available in the High School 

Office. 

BUY YOUR YEARBOOK NOW AND SAVE!! 

 

8th Grade News 
By Kate Hall 

 

The 8th grade class is active in fundraising for a 

Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘǊƛǇ ƛƴ aŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ tŀƎŜΩǎ 

Market for letting us set up our table in front of 

their store for these efforts. We would also like to 

thank all of the people who have generously 

supported our bake sales so far. Most importantly, 

I would like to thank the parents who have pitched 

in and made the wonderful treats for us to sell!!! 

Our trip will be to San Francisco and to the Sonoma 

Mission. We will be looking at early California 

history, both there and gold country on the way. In 

San Francisco we will see the Barbary Coast, 

Chinatown, the WWII sites, Coit Tower, amongst 

other sites. We hope to camp at Dillion Beach, see 

the tide pools, and the redwoods also while we are 

there.  

In History we have just finished covering the Civil 

War and are now moving on to discussing the West 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎΦ Lƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ 

reading Across 5 Aprils and are now reading some 

stories by Mark Twain. We wrote Limericks for St. 

tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ moving on to persuasive 

writing.  

The Freshman Social Studies class is hard at 

work on the geography component of the 

course.  We have studied North and South 

America, Europe and we will be finishing up 

Asia on March 26th. They have been doing 

independent posters on countries in each 

region and studying culture, and physical 

geography of each region.  

The World History class is just starting to 

study World War II. We just finished 

ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ άDŀƴŘƘƛέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ 

several of the many WWII films available. I 

am looking forward to our class debates on 

some of the issues surrounding the era.  

 



8 
 

  

FFA Happenings 
By Allie Berryessa Reporter 

 

On February 4th 15 FFA students went to 

Klamath Falls where we went to Floyd A. Boyd 

tractor company to see how they fix tractors.   

We also went to Diamond S Meat Company 

and got to taste some awesome jerky and 

watch how meat is processed.  After that we 

went to the Klamath Falls Bull Sale.  On 

February 24th a couple of students competed 

in the section speaking contest at Lassen 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ 

fairly well.  On March 3rd,  14 students went to 

Sierra Pacific Industries logging demo with Cal 

Fire, fish and game and other logging agencies 

in Viola.   

March 12th -13th 26 students attended the Chico State 

Field Day.  All teams did very well.   

Our novice land judging team won first place with 

Torin Hanel as the first place high individual.  Third 

high individual went to Nathon Perry, and fifth high 

individual to Luke Hodge. Farm Power teams also 

competed. While we were there we also toured Chico 

State.   On April 15th-20th the FFA will be taking 21 

students to the California State FFA conference in 

Fresno.  Everyone is looking forward to the trip. 

 


